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State Librarian’s Report to the 

Maryland State Library Board 

September 15, 2017 

Personnel 
 

We have welcomed the following new staff: 

 Ashley Biggs, Outreach Librarian, Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped 

(LBPH) 

 LaShawn Myles, Youth Services Librarian, LBPH 

 Matthew Nixon, Business Manager, LBPH 

 Kimberly Brown, Patron Services clerk, LBPH 

 Teonda Nelson, Maryland Accessible Textbook program, LBPH 

 Lisa Washington, Maryland Accessible Textbook program, LBPH 

 Rick Tyson, Facilities Manager, Department of General Services, LBPH 
 

Positions pending hire include: 

 Branch Chief, Public Libraries and State Networking (PLSNB) 

 Computer Network Specialist, LBPH  

 Research and Evaluation Specialist, PLSNB 

 Library Grants Coordinator, PLSNB 

 

Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (LBPH) 
 

Ashley Biggs and Leslie Bowman will be reaching out to Directors and staff development staff 

to set up training on the ADA Compliant workstations, collaborate on outreach to print disabled 

citizens of Maryland, and encourage library branches to apply for Institutional Memberships for 

our library. 

 

The MAGic and ClearView+SpeechPerso videos on the website have been completed.  New 

JAWS videos are pending, but check out the three already on the site. LBPH continues to offer 

training on the ADA Compliant Workstations.   

 

LaShawn Myles, Carrie Sanders, John Owen and Leslie Bowman are planning a one-day 

“Making It Special for Your Customers” Conference on October 20th, focusing on best 

practices and resources for librarians, teachers, aides, and parents who support youth with special 

needs. This occurs the day after the Kids Are Customers, Too! Conference.  MSL is hosting 
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Dr. Lori Desautels, Butler University, who will present at both conferences. A panel discussion 

with practitioners in the field will take place in the afternoon.  Participants will leave with ideas, 

resources, and points of contact for further collaboration. We expect 150 attendees.   

 

In partnership with The National Federation of the Blind, the Friends of the Library, LBPH will 

host a Day of Peace Event on Saturday, September 16th from 9 a.m. - Noon.  The theme is 

“Together for Peace: Respect, Safety and Dignity for All”.  The day will be filled with activities, 

crafts, music, and art for families and the community to celebrate.    

 

LBPH is celebrating the addition of Stevenson University, UMCP and Chesapeake College to the 

Maryland Accessible Textbook Program. 

Programs and Events 

The Statewide Public Library Summer Reading Program (SRP) theme this year was Build a 

Better World. This program helps youth build a love of innovative thinking and creativity as they 

explore construction, discovery, communication, transformation and more through books, 

activities, science experiments and art projects. The Baltimore Orioles donated 5,000 tickets to 

be given as awards to the young people who most fully participate in the library summer reading 

program throughout the state. The SRP Celebration Orioles Game took place Monday, August 

21, 2017.  

 

The National Book Festival took place on Saturday, September 2, 2017, at the Convention 

Center in Washington, DC. Staff from MSL, Maryland Humanities Council, public library 

systems and the iSchool worked at the Maryland booth in the Pavilion of States. 

MSL partnered with the MSDE Early Childhood Division on the distribution of their Family 

Engagement Toolkit to public libraries, who are seen as an integral community partner and 

direct provider of this important work.  Efforts are ongoing to provide training to youth services 

staff on the implementation of this toolkit.    

 

The first-ever statewide Maryland Information Literacy Summit was held on July 27, 2017 at 

the Maritime Institute in Anne Arundel County. Two hundred library staff from public, 

academic, and school libraries participated in a day of idea sharing and collaborative statewide 

information literacy framework development.   

 

The first-ever Multi-State Library Virtual Conference: Libraries as Community Catalyst 

was held on August 16, 2017.  This conference explored how libraries are working in their 

communities to bring about positive change. Presentations included information on the 

exploration of libraries and librarians as peace builders and skills in peace building to help create 

consciousness about librarians’ possibilities and impact in building healthy and just communities 

and the unveiling of the new Community-Library Inter-Action Project Guide supporting libraries 

to facilitate local dialogue and community action. Stacey Aldrich, Hawaii State Librarian, (and 

former DLDS staff member) helped attendees ponder ritual and the future of libraries. An 

Inclusiveness Panel of library staff discussed how they are working with refugees, seniors, 
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people experiencing homelessness, and food insecurity. And Howard County Library staff 

presented the Choose Civility initiative. 

 

The Mid-Atlantic Futures Conference will be held on September 25-26, 2017 at the Borgata 

Hotel and Casino, Atlantic City, NJ.  

 

Planning continues for the 2017 Maryland STEM Festival. Official dates are October 31, 2017 

- November 12, 2017, with a suggested theme, “MD Food and Agriculture.” 

 

 

The Maryland Tech Connect 2017, our third annual event, will be held on December 8, 2017 at 

the Universities of Maryland Shady Grove.  This event involves representatives from public, 

academic, and school libraries, as well as the Special Library Association this year. 

 

Tech Ed 
 

MSL distributed Google Expeditions Kits to public library systems. These kits are a virtual 

reality teaching tool that lets you lead or join immersive virtual trips all over the world — get up 

close with historical landmarks, dive underwater with sharks, and even visit outer space! Built 

for the classroom and small group use, Google Expeditions allows a librarian acting as a “guide” 

to lead classroom-sized groups of “explorers” through collections of 360° and 3D images while 

pointing out interesting sights along the way, were distributed to interested library systems.  

 

Grants  
 

FY 2018 State Aid Notice of Grant Awards were issued to all 24 public libraries, the 3 

regional libraries, the State Library Resource Center (SLRC), the University of Maryland 

Libraries Inter-Library Loan program, the Library Associate Training Institute (LATI) and the 

Enoch Pratt Free Library for the Expanded Hours of Service program.  

 

MSL announced a LSTA 2017-2018 competitive grant cycle for strategic planning, facilities 

master planning, and library innovation projects. The grant period will extend from 10/1/17 - 

9/30/18. Applications were received on Friday, September 1.  

 

2018 MLA Conference grants will be offered with application details to be provided this fall.  

 

MSL is sponsoring the statewide Choose Civility Grants Program. This initiative is an ongoing 

campaign to build community through open dialogue and the exchange of empathy, including 

key initiatives like the Human Library Project. 

 

The 2018 Staff Development Grants were awarded. 
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Organizational and Staff Development 
 

Diversity & Inclusion training was held with approximately 180 staff in five regional locations. 

Participants were encouraged to share what they learned with others in their libraries. A group of 

library administrators representing public, academic, and school libraries met to share initiatives 

and ideas for collaborating on this topic to ensure that the learning doesn’t stop with this one 

workshop.   

 

Representatives of the State Library Network (SLRC, Regionals, and the Maryland State 

Library) participated in Collective Impact Training on July 21, 2017.  

 

The Statewide Staff Development Blueprint Update meeting was held in June.  The new 

strategic plans from MLA and SLRC were presented, as well as highlights from the Maryland 

State Library LSTA FY 2018-2022 draft plan. The focus from the Statewide Blueprint continue 

to be diversity and inclusion; safety; and knowledge management.  The need for leadership 

training was discussed, as well as the initiative to work with Chuck Thomas, USMAI to develop 

a plan for on-going collaboration with academic libraries. The librarian/library associate 

certification process continues to be frustrating due to severe time delays from MSDE.  

 


